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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
Date:   October 25, 2021 
 
To:    Spring Lake Township Board of Trustees 
  Gordon Gallagher, Township Manager 
 
From:    Spring Lake Township Recreation Committee  
   
Subject:    Water Tower Park Accessibility Improvements 
 
FACTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 

• Spring Lake Township hosted an event at Water Tower Park on May 13, 2021, to 
gather community input related to future park improvements. 

• The Recreation Committee met on June 3, 2021 and discussed the outcomes of 
the engagement event. The general themes are as follows: 

o Incorporate accessibility and universal design with any new improvements. 

o Don’t compete with existing parks, such as Rycenga Park and Sunnyside Park 
in Ferrysburg by offering similar amenities.  

o Develop quality infrastructure first and allow the park amenities to evolve 
over time. 

o Keep amenities simple and low cost as much as possible. Develop the park in 
small incremental steps over time and allow the uses to be adaptable or 
easily converted to other uses.  

o Low maintenance improvements. 

• Pam Blough, LA, from PMB Associates created Plan A and Plan B for Township 
review. Plan B, which includes the creation of a new parking lot near Van 
Wagoner, was preferred in order to preserve the existing tennis courts. 

• Cost estimates related to various improvements were provided and reviewed by 
the Recreation Committee. Staff was directed to aim for a Phase 1 project cost of 
approximately $100,000 with hope that a MNRTF Grant would cover close to 
$50,000. 
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PROPOSAL: 
 
Phase 1 improvements below are primarily focused on providing better public and 
universal access to the park and creating a more inviting layout with a formal parking 
lot. The layout will also keep vehicles away from the water tower and associated 
infrastructure.  
 
• Crushed asphalt parking lot with an accessible concrete parking space. 

• Concrete walkway from accessible parking space to the accessible portable 
bathroom site and picnic patio.  

• Parking lot light(s). 

• Split rail fence along Van Wagoner. 

• Service drive gate. 

• New signage: Park Identification signs, rules sign, and informational sign. 

 

Other optional items were listed in the estimate that could be included at the Board’s 
discretion. Note that a grant request less than $50,000 has a much greater chance of 
being approved. The Rec Committee has also discussed the possibility of a community 
wide fundraising effort for additional amenities. 

 

MOTION FOR RECOMMENDATION 

At the October 7, 2021 SLT Recreation Committee, a motion was made by Ellen 
DelaRosa-Pearn and seconded by Tim Morrow to recommend that the Township Board 
approve the proposed Phase 1 improvements for Water Tower Park and direct staff to 
assist the Recreation Committee in preparing a 2022 Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund grant application for approximately $49,000. The motion was unanimously 
approved. 

 



3 
 

 
 


