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The Spring Lake Township Board of Trustees will be considering the adoption of the Township Corridor 
Improvement Authority’s (CIA) Development and Tax Increment Financing Plan at their regularly 
scheduled, December 9th, Township Board meeting.  In 2018 the Township Board, using PA 280 of 2005, 
created what is known as a Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA) and established a District which starts 
from Fruitport Road east to 144th Avenue and included properties within 500 feet along M-104. The 
Township Board established an Authority Board that consists primarily of business owners and residents 
along this corridor that are known as CIA Members. The purpose of the Corridor Improvement Authority 
Act is to help communities plan for and fund improvements along a corridor.  

The overall goal is to help support economic development and redevelopment of this area. The act in 
which this is created is very similar to Downtown Development Authorities. The types of improvements 
could include sidewalks/pathways, street lights, streetscape enhancements, façade improvements, and 
other public investments which could support and enhance economic development and the quality of life 
for business owners and residents within this district. The CIA’s first task to be able to fund these 
improvements is to create a Development and Tax Increment Financing Plan. This plan describes the types 
of activities that the CIA can participate in as well as how those activities are financed. The plan covers a 
20-year period and explains how Tax Increment Financing (TIF) will work, which is the primary means in 
which new projects would be funded. It is important to note that TIF is not a new tax nor does it raise 
property owner’s taxes. Rather, it establishes a base year for taxable values (2019), and conditions that if 
values increase above the 2019 values within the District as time progresses, that the CIA can capture 
those value increases to fund public improvements within the District that would otherwise be 
apportioned to taxing jurisdictions over a period of 20 years.  

For more information, please visit Spring Lake Township’s webpage at www.springlaketownship.org and 
look under the news feed for the Corridor Improvement Authority’s Development and Tax Increment 
Financing Plan or contact Gordon Gallagher, Township Manager at (616) 844-2103 or by email at 
ggallagher@sltwp.org . 


