
 

Did you Know? 
 

The Township has 
29.75 miles of 
sidewalks/bike 
paths 

 
There were 23 
new single  
family building 

permits issued in 2016 
 
 
The Township  supplied 
502,474,000 gallons 
of drinking water 
 
 
Spring Lake Township 
Fire Department         

responded to 
1,079 calls in 
2016 

Spring Lake Township, MI 
A Report to Our Citizens for the  
Fiscal Year End March 31, 2017 

S pring Lake Township is a general law township of approximately 
14,300 residents located in West Michigan, along the shores of 
Lake Michigan and the Grand River.  The Township provides a 

variety of services to our residents, which includes over 970 acres of 
parks.  In 2012, Spring Lake Township was the first, out of 1,240  
townships, to achieve the Township of Excellence Standard.  This is due 
to the services provided while having the lowest retained millage rate in 
the area and the lowest combined water and sewer rates. 
 
The Township Board strives to maintain a vibrant, strong community 
while having limited financial resources.  The new Fire Station at the  
corner of Savidge and Fruitport Road was built without raising the 
millage rate; a grant was obtained through the Federal Coastal Zone 
Management program to plan and inventory natural resources on the 
Little Black Lake property; local grants and donations were used to build 
much needed new restrooms at Rycenga Park.  In addition to applying 
for other funding, the Township collaborates for cost savings with other 
municipalities to share services and staff. 
 
This report is intended to show you, our resident, what the Township has 
done in the past year, key highlights of our budget and what investments 
have been made.  We hope you find this informative and a good  
resource for understanding the budget.  Please use the information on 
the back page to contact us with any questions or recommendations.  

      



 

Governmental 
Revenues & 
Expenditures 

Did you Know? 
Spring Lake Township has: 

23 Agricultural parcels 
230 Commercial parcels 

103 Industrial parcels 
6075 Residential parcels 

Ottawa 
County, 20.34%

Spring Lake 
Township, 

3.70%

Spring Lake 
District Library, 

8.67%

School 
Districts, 
18.59%

Harbor Transit, 
2.29%

Intermediate 
School District, 

20.74%

Tri-Cities 
Museum, 

0.98%

Michigan State 
Education, 

23.70%

Four Pointes, 
0.98%

Where Does Your Property 
Tax Money Go? Portion of bike path with new 

pavement markings and fencing 



 

FIRE DEPARTMENT CY 2015 CY 2016 

Total number of incidences 993 1079 

Number of Fire incidences 100 20 

Fire loss $605,600 $980,130 

Number of EMS/Rescue incidences 766 805 

Average Response time for EMS incidents (minutes) 6:07 6:04 

Average Response time for Structure Fire incidents (minutes) 9:08 11:05 

Township Calendar Year Statistics 

POLICE—OTTAWA CO SHERIFF’S OFFICE CY 2015 CY 2016 

Total calls for service (Township) 3,152 3,073 

Total violent crimes (Township) 13 18 

Total property crimes (Township) 86 90 

Marine unit hours (Spring Lake) 466 580 

PROPERTY INFORMATION FYE 2016 FYE 2017 

Taxable values $734,896,838 $725,304,969 

Foreclosures completed 8 8 

New single family building permits 26 23 

Sewer treated (1,000 gallons) 269,692 283,292 

Value of new single family building permits $12,493,209 $8,974,655 

Drinking water supplied (1,000 gallons) 499,652 502,474 

Water treated (1,000 gallons) 560,148 573,665 

Sewer usage billed (1,000 gallons) 268,848 259,190 

Economic Outlook and Annual Audit 

Economic Outlook 
The general fund is the chief operating fund of the Township.  At 
the end of fiscal year 2017, unassigned fund balance was 
$1,158,472, which represents 46% of the total general fund  
expenditures for the current fiscal year.  The Township’s credit 
rating remains at AA: “Double A. Very strong creditworthiness” 
from Standard & Poor.  This is the second highest rating they 
issue.  State Revenue Sharing increased by 5.4% or $50,100 from 
the previous fiscal year.  

Annual Audit 
The  Township undergoes an annual audit 
required by the State of Michigan.  The  
Township’s audit for fiscal year ending March 
31, 2017 resulted in a clean audit opinion.  
Reports and financial statements can be 
found on our website in the Financial  
Information section of the “About” link. 

CY: Calendar Year; FYE: Fiscal Year End 

Did you Know?  
The Cemetery was established in 1835, is 17.46 acres, and has 18,000 graves.  
You can now look up graves online through the Ottawa County GIS Viewer.  You 
may also be able to see headstones. 



 

Want to Connect? 

 

www.springlaketwp.org 

 

www.facebook.com/springlaketwp 

 

info@springlaketwp.org 
 

101 S Buchanan Street 
Spring Lake, MI  49456 

(616) 842-1340 

Rycenga Park Restrooms 
Four new, much-needed restrooms 
were built at Rycenga Park this year. 
Thank you to our generous donations 
from the Rycenga Family and a grant 
from the Grand Haven Area  
Community Foundation!   
 

Fire Station #1 
The new fire station was completed 
in October 2016.  This is a beautiful 
station that shares space with the 
Fire Department, Ottawa County 
Sheriff’s Office, and NOCH  
Ambulance. 

Fiscal Year 2016-17 Highlights 

SAW Grant—In 2015, the Township was awarded a SAW grant to provide funding to develop an Asset Management 
Plan for our wastewater collections system in the amount of $849,672.  This will include a system inventory, condition 
assessment, criticality review, and life cycle cost analysis.  This work is to be completed by October 2018. 

Moving Forward 

Fire Truck 1723 
This truck was purchased in 2017.  
The chassis was built by Spartan  
Motors in Charlotte, MI and the  
remainder was designed and  
fabricated in South Haven, MI by 
Spencer Manufacturing.  
 

Sewer River Crossing Project—Last spring, a repair was made to the ruptured pipe that carries all of our waste 
water to the wastewater treatment plant in the City of Grand Haven.  The Sewer Authority and surrounding municipali-
ties continue to work towards replacement of this line.  Currently, engineering and construction bid documents are to 
completed by December 2017 with construction beginning in 2018.  A grant has been applied for, which may add to the 
timeline, but the estimated completion date will be spring/summer 2019. 

Did you Know?  
Fire truck 1723 is approximately 4 1/2’ shorter, but carries just as much hose 
and water due to design advancements.  Also, the turn radius allows the truck 
to turn 360 degrees in the middle of a common two lane road. 

The Township Board operates and is governed by an elected Township 
Board, which is comprised of the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and four 
trustees.  Each board member is elected by the Township residents 
and serves a four-year term.  Additionally, the Township board has 
appointed a Township Manager to oversee the day-to-day operations.  

 

Supervisor: John Nash 
Clerk: Carolyn Boersma                
Treasurer: Jim Koster  
Trustees: Ron Lindquist, 
Jerry Rabideau, Rachel 
Terpstra and Cathy 
Pavick 

    


