Williams & Works
Summary of Master Plan Process

MEETINGS

PROCESS

OUTCOMES

Kick-Off Meeting
1
Refine Scope and Schedule
Community Vision Sessions
Two (2)
2
3
4

Themes and Actions
Ottawa County Planning Department
Regional Meeting

5

Regional Perspectives and Projects
Strategic Planning Workshop
Steering Committee and Planning Commission

6
7
8

Community Framework Plan
Five to Seven Areas of Concern
Implementation Strategy
Community Public Review
Internet and Public Information Meeting

9
10

1, 4, 6, and 8
2, 3, 9 and 10
5
7

Steering Committee
Community-at-Large
County Planning and Surrounding Municipalities
Township Supervisor and Planning Director

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
June 7, 2006
5:30 P.M.
Spring Lake Township Hall

1. Introductions

2. Contacts
Beckett & Raeder
a. John Iacoangeli 734-663-2622 jri@bria2.com
Williams & Works
a. Jay Kilpatrick 616-224-1500 Kilpatrick@williams-works.com
b. Andy Moore 616-224-1500
Spring Lake Township
a. Lukas Hill 616-842-1340 sltplanner@chartermi.net

3. Review of Scope of Work

4. Community Vision Sessions (June 13 and 14)
a. Discussion of Key Issues
b. Session Table Captains

5. Community Internet Survey / Visual Preference Survey
a. Discussion

6. Open Discussion

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
August 15, 2006
5:30 P.M.
Spring Lake Township Hall

1. Introductions - Roundtable

2. Williams & Works ( ½ hour)
a. Demographic Element Review (Task 2)
b. Existing Land Use Element Review (Task 3)

3. Beckett & Raeder ( 1 ½ hours)
a. Development Form and Character
b. Themes and Objectives

4. Next Steps
a. Regional Meeting through Ottawa County Planning Commission
b. Natural, Cultural, and Agricultural Element
c. Open Space and Recreation Element
d. Transportation Element
e. Adjustment – Themes & Objectives
f. Community Framework Plan

5. Open Discussion

6. Next Steering Committee Meeting Date - Discussion

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
August 21, 2006
12 P.M.
Spring Lake District Library

This meeting will last until 1:30 p.m.

1. Introductions - Roundtable

2. Overview of Key Planning Related Issues – (Asking Each Attendee to Give a Summary)
a. Ottawa County
b. Municipalities Represented at Session

3. Regional Issues
a. Traffic
b. Forecasted Growth (Where and What Type)
c. Utility Expansion
d. Economic Development and Job Growth
e. Public Services (Opportunities for Cooperation and Consolidation)

4. Open Discussion

5. Adjournment

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
September 13, 2006
5:30 P.M.
Spring Lake Township Hall

1. Introductions - Roundtable

2. Beckett & Raeder ( 1 ½ hours)
a. Themes and Objectives (Continuation)
i. Economic Development
ii. Public Services

3. Communications
a. Regional Meeting through Ottawa County Planning Commission – August 21, 2006

4. Open Discussion

5. Next Steering Committee Meeting Date – September 27, 2006
a. Transportation and Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Element Review
b. Themes and Objectives
i. Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
ii. Transportation

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
September 27, 2006
5:30 P.M.
Spring Lake Township Hall

1. Introductions - Roundtable

2. Presentation – Williams & Works
a. Natural and Cultural Features Element
b. Transportation Element

3. Themes and Objectives (Continuation)
a. Parks, Open Space and Recreation
b. Transportation

4. Open Discussion

5. Next Steering Committee Meeting Date – Decision
a. Community Framework Plan

Williams & Works
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN

Meeting Agenda
October 25, 2006
5:30 P.M.
Spring Lake Township Hall

1. Introductions - Roundtable

2. Themes and Objectives
a. Transportation Policy Discussion

3. Community Framework Plan Presentation
a. Slide Presentation on Future Development Options for Spring Lake Township
b. Discussion of the Presentation and Development Concepts
4. North Bank Meeting - November 8, 2006 (4:30) at the Barber School Building
5. Next Steering Committee Meeting-Decision

NOTICE
SPRING LAKE TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTS
You are invited to the following Visioning Session to assist the
Township in completing an update to their Master Plan.
Tuesday and Wednesday
June, 13th and 14th
7:00 to 9:00P.M.
Barber School Community
Building.
Located on the Corner of
Exchange and Buchanan in the
Village of Spring Lake

Share your Opinions!
Your Participation is Valuable!
Spring Lake Township is working with the consulting firms of Beckett & Raeder , Inc. and Williams & Works to update the
Community Master Plan. As part of the Project, the Township will host an important community visioning session where
participants can provide input that will guide the preparation of the Community Master Plan. Members of the community
are encouraged to come and share their ideas for the Township's future. Hope to see you there!
For more information please call:
The Township Building & Planning Department
at (616) 842-9270

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
Introduction
Ideas and issues raised during the visioning sessions lead to the development of planning
objectives for Spring Lake Township. The six overarching themes that were developed
using the information gathered as a result of the community visioning sessions are as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Resources
Parks, Open Space, and Recreation
Housing and Neighborhoods
Transportation
Economic Development
Public Services, Facilities, and Amenities

THEME
Natural Resources: Preservation, Protection and Regulation of Township Natural Features
Spring Lake Township serves as a gateway to the west Michigan coast. Spring Lake
Township residents take pride in the natural features of the community, and the unique
ecological value of the North Ottawa Dunes area, riparian and tidal wetlands, the Grand
River, Spring Lake and Lake Michigan. These natural and geologic features add to a strong
sense of place for Spring Lake Township and contribute significantly to quality of life of the
community. As a result proximity to the vista’s and access associated with living on or near
the water have increased competition for property with these assets. However, these
elements, which contribute to that quality of life, are sometimes the same elements that are
compromised by those seeking a better lifestyle or opportunity to visit and recreate. Herein
lies the dilemma faced by residents and local government, which is the need to preserve
and protect these assets while accommodating reasonable development.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Preservation of the North Ottawa Dunes through public policy and the creation of a
Dunes Preservation Area.
2. Continue to improve the health of Spring Lake and the Grand River through public
education, public policy and water quality management.
3. Require current engineering practices to ensure best management practices are
used where run-off generated by new development is filtered and cleaned before
entering natural drainage ways and watersheds.
4. Develop a Riparian Development Overlay district, which balances protection of
natural features while permitting sensible land development.
5. Require new buildings along Spring Lake and the Grand River to be situated in a
manner, which preserves viewshed corridors.
6. Require the use of planned unit development provisions on property with natural
features to allow for innovative real estate development.
th
7. Discuss with Crockery Township future land use designation along 144 Avenue to
provide opportunities for continued agricultural such as blueberry farms, horse
farms, and cash crops.
8. Improve and expand municipal water and sewerage facilities.

Spring Lake Township
Community Master Plan
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THEME
Parks, Open Space and Recreation: Creating Community and with Nature
The ability to enjoy the outdoors is a top priority for Spring Lake Township residents.
Providing quality places for recreation and enjoyment of the outdoors makes Spring Lake
Township an attractive place for both residents and visitors. Many residents hope that in
the future the Township will utilize more of the waterfront for recreation, mixed-use
developments, and entertainment in the form of restaurants and shopping.
Lastly,
continued residential growth fueled by the demand for waterfront living should be
balanced with the addition of geographically distributed Township-owned park and
recreation facilities.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Maintain the high levels of services and maintenance to existing Township Parks.
2. Provide waterfront access for residents to the Grand River and Spring Lake.
3. Maximize waterfront development by encouraging cluster open space
development.
4. Investigate with the Village of Spring Lake, City of Ferrysburg, and Spring Lake
Public Schools the potential to establish a joint recreation authority district used to
acquire, operate, manage, and maintain park and recreation facilities.
5. Build upon the Township pathway system to increase connections between
neighborhoods and residential development with Spring Lake and the Grand River.

THEME
Transportation: Safe, Efficient, and Connected
The segmented geography of the Township created by Spring Lake and the Grand River;
coupled with the limited number of bridges results in traffic congestion and highway
network inefficiencies. Street ends and cul-de-sacs, which are frequently used in the
Township decrease and/or prevent connectivity between residential developments and
neighborhoods adding to traffic and trip generation on major streets and arterials. As the
Spring Lake Township community evolves, opportunities for other modes of transportation
and the need to be more walkable will be important elements for a successful community.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Develop sidewalks and pathways throughout the Township that connect to the bike
path, parks, schools, neighborhoods and commercial areas.
2. Create, where feasible, pedestrian connections between existing subdivisions.
3. Continue the Township pathway system.
4. Require new residential developments to promote vehicular and pedestrian
connections between neighborhoods, community facilities, and parks.
5. Implement the recommendations outlined in the M-104 Access Management and
Corridor Study (September 2002).
6. Organize non-residential development along M-104 into defined nodes reducing
access and vehicular conflict points.
7. Work with Harbor Transit to provide extended services to the Spring Lake Village
and Township.
8. Investigation a new bridge for use as a local traffic by-pass for the M-104 / US-31
bridge and interchange.

Spring Lake Township
Community Master Plan
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THEME
Housing and Neighborhoods: Developing a Sense of Place Through Great Neighborhoods
Neighborhoods are the barometer for measuring a community’s health, value and stability.
Spring Lake Township has a variety of housing types, sizes, and styles accentuated by
architectural variations influenced by geographic location. However, as a waterfront
community, competition for real estate has increased the median housing values making
entry into the housing market for younger professionals and families more challenging. The
Spring Lake community takes pride in its public school system, which provides quality
educational services to children and young adults but this community facility also requires
the financial support of parents to maintain this commitment. Families with children
augment the financial success of the school system.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Encourage the renovation of historic buildings and homes that promote the
community character of Spring Lake Township.
2. Plan rental and multiple family housing developments that tie into existing
neighborhoods providing desirable housing options for families, singles, and
retirees.
3. Encourage housing developments in proximity to community facilities.
4. Ensure that new housing developments fit within the overall character of Spring
Lake Township through design guidelines.
5. Provide a wide range of housing opportunities throughout the Township including
single family, townhomes, condominium and mixed-use developments.
6. Foster opportunities to introduce neighborhood retail back into select existing
neighborhoods and new housing developments.
7. Develop appearance standards for neighborhoods, which include sidewalks,
pedestrian scale lighting, street trees, grass terraces, and neighborhood scale
roadways.
THEME
Economic Development: A Coastal Community
Spring Lake Township is a Lake Michigan coastal community. This convergence of land and
water creates a layered economic environment fueled by year-round residents, seasonal
residents, and vacationers. Frequently, coastal communities along Lake Michigan have
higher median incomes and housing prices, diversity of age groups (families and retirees),
and higher average consumer expenditures than their inland counterparts. (For example,
median incomes for Spring Lake Township, Crockery Township, and Allendale Township are
$53,497, $47,935, and $45,258, respectively. Average consumer expenditures for Spring
Lake Township, Crockery Township, and Allendale Township are $48,763, $39,865, and
41,929, respectively.) Locational (Grand Rapids regional influences) and quality of life
indices are also factors, which interplay with the dynamics of the local economy. National
and statewide growth trends, which favor coastal communities, will result in continued
household development and associated increases in other land uses in the Spring Lake
community. Spring Lake Township is, and should continue, to capitalize on its coastal
community image.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Encourage the reuse of existing under utilized industrial and commercial properties
th
along 148 Street north of Cleveland Street (M-104).

Spring Lake Township
Community Master Plan
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2. Continue to recognize the Village of Spring Lake as the commercial center of the
Township.
3. Develop with the Village of Spring Lake a commercial development plan, which
includes downtown Spring Lake and the M-104 corridor as a way to concentrate
commercial development and reduce corridor commercial sprawl and vacancies in
the downtown.
th
4. Evaluate the need and/or amount of commercial zoning at the 174 Street / Taft
Street intersection.
th
5. Evaluate the need for industrial development at the Hickcory, Apple, and 148
triangle.
6. Establish site design and landscaping standards to enhance the appearance of
existing and proposed industrial and commercial developments. This is particularly
important along the M-104 corridor.

THEME
Public Services, Facilities and Amenities: Appropriate and Quality Services
Local government plays a critical role on what and how support services (police, fire, waste
collection, etc.) cultural services (parks, libraries, museums, etc.) and educational services
are provided and delivered to residents. The type and quality of these services can influence
the quality of life, property values, and demographics of a community. For example, high
performing public school districts attract more families and households. Conversely,
communities with lenient building, zoning and blight enforcement often have lower
property values, higher incidence of housing decline, and the inability to support public
services. Although local governments attempt to provide a variety of public services the
reality of fiscal mandates and limitations restrict the offerings. As a result, public services
should be provided which address the public’s health, welfare, and safety at a level, which
is appropriate and funded according to ensure quality.
Objectives To Address Theme
1. Continue to provide quality police and fire service to residents.
2. Evaluate waste management options to develop a recycling program for Township
residents.
3. Continued expansion of water and sewerage facilities.
4. Provide a Township park system which provides opportunities to access Spring Lake
and the Grand River, preserves open space in areas with significant natural features,
and strategically located neighborhood/community parks to serve the resident
population.
5. Continued support for the Spring Lake Public School district.

Spring Lake Township
Community Master Plan
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Develop a Riparian Development Overlay district, which balances protection of natural features while
permitting sensible land development.

Require the use of planned unit development provisions on property with natural features to allow for
innovative real estate development.

Improve and expand municipal water and sewerage facilities.

Preserve the Township's rural scenic roads.

Require new buildings along Spring Lake and the Grand River to be situated in a manner, which preserves
viewshed corridors.

Discuss with Crockery Township future land use designation along 144 Avenue to provide opportunities
for continued agricultural such as blueberry farms, horse farms, and cash crops.

th

2

4

Require current engineering practices to ensure best management practices are used where run-off
generated by new development is filtered and cleaned before entering natural drainage ways and
watersheds.
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Preservation of the North Ottawa Dunes through public policy and the creation of a Dunes Preservation
Area.
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High

Continue to improve the health of Spring Lake and the Grand River through public education, public policy
and water quality management.

Natural Resources: Preservation, Protection and Regulation of Township Natural Features

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
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Maintain the high levels of services and maintenance to existing Township Parks.

Pursue development of pocket parks that coincide with connecting the pathways and trail system.

Provide waterfront access for residents to the Grand River and Spring Lake.

Maximize waterfront development by encouraging cluster open space development.

Build upon the Township pathway system to increase connections between neighborhoods and residential
development with Spring Lake and the Grand River.

Investigate with the Village of Spring Lake, City of Ferrysburg, and Spring Lake Public Schools the potential
to establish a joint recreation authority district used to acquire, operate, manage, and maintain park and
recreation facilities.

1

4

2

1

High

Parks, Open Space and Recreation: Creating Community and with Nature

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
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Response

Investigation a new bridge for use as a local traffic by-pass for the M-104 / US-31 bridge and interchange.

Investigate and implement where appropriate alternative intersection designs.

Require new residential developments to promote vehicular and pedestrian connections between
neighborhoods, community facilities, and parks.

Work with Harbor Transit to provide extended services to the Spring Lake Village and Township.

Develop regulations which encourage shared and overflow parking which serve multiple land uses.

Create, where feasible, pedestrian connections between existing subdivisions.

Develop sidewalks and pathways throughout the Township that connect to the bike path, parks, schools,
neighborhoods and commercial areas.

Implement the recommendations outlined in the M-104 Access Management and Corridor Study
(September 2002).

Continue the Township pathway system.

Organize non-residential development along M-104 into defined nodes reducing access and vehicular
conflict points.

Transportation: Safe, Efficient, and Connected

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
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Minimiz the installation of cul-de-sacs in new housing developments.

Encourage the renovation of historic buildings and homes that promote the community character of Spring
Lake Township.

Encourage the development of "cottage" type (small lot) housing.

Encourage housing developments in proximity to community facilities.

Plan rental and multiple family housing developments that tie into existing neighborhoods providing
desirable housing options for families, singles, and retirees.

Foster opportunities to introduce neighborhood retail back into select existing neighborhoods and new
housing developments.

Improve housing in existing neighborhoods.

Develop appearance standards for neighborhoods, which include sidewalks, pedestrian scale lighting, street
trees, grass terraces, and neighborhood scale roadways.

Ensure that new housing developments fit within the overall character of Spring Lake Township through
design guidelines.

Examine the proportions of R-1, R-2, and R-3 zoning in the Township which allows duplex dwelling units.

Provide a wide range of housing opportunities throughout the Township including single family,
townhomes, condominium and mixed-use developments.

Housing and Neighborhoods: Developing a Sense of Place Through Great Neighborhoods
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Response

Evaluate the need for industrial development at the Hickory, Apple, and 148 th triangle.

Evaluate the need and/or amount of commercial zoning at the 174 Street / Hickory Street intersection.

th

Continue to recognize the Village of Spring Lake as the commercial center of the Township.

Maintenance of vacant properties.

Develop with the Village of Spring Lake a commercial development plan, which includes downtown Spring
Lake and the M-104 corridor as a way to concentrate commercial development and reduce corridor
commercial sprawl and vacancies in the downtown.

Encourage the reuse of existing under utilized industrial and commercial properties along 148th Street north
of Cleveland Street (M-104).

Establish site design and landscaping standards to enhance the appearance of existing and proposed
industrial and commercial developments. This is particularly important along the M-104 corridor.

Economic Development: A Coastal Community

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
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Response

Evaluate waste management options to develop a recycling program for yard and lawn waste for Township
residents.

Provide a Township park system which preserves open space in areas with significant natural features and
strategically located neighborhood/community parks to serve the resident population

Continued expansion of water and sewerage infrastructure.

Work with the Village of Spring Lake, Crockery Township, Ottawa County, MDOT and local land and nature
conservancies to develop a regional trail and pathway network.

Continued support for the Spring Lake Public School district.

Continue to provide quality police and fire service to residents.

Investigate the fiscal, operational, and governance efficiencies associated with combining Spring Lake
Township and the Village of Spring Lake into the City of Spring Lake.

Increase Township access to Spring Lake and the Grand River.

Investigate the fiscal and operational practicalities of combining and/or sharing local government services,
such as, parks and recreation, police, fire, assessing, and waste management with the Village of Spring Lake
and City of Ferrysburg.

Public Services, Facilities and Amenities: Appropriate and Quality Services

THEMES AND STRATEGIES
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August 8, 2006
INVITATION
To: Interested Communities and Agencies in the Spring Lake Area
The purpose of this letter is to invite you to participate in two, back-to-back meetings of local
government and interested agencies Monday, August 21st from 12:00 to 3:00 to discuss land use
issues and challenges facing the Spring Lake region and to consider planning and development
issues for the North Ottawa Dunes property. The meetings will be held at the Spring Lake Library,
at 123 E. Exchange Street, in Spring Lake.
The first meeting will deal with land use and is sponsored by Spring Lake Township as a part of its
Master Plan update process. It will include a brief overview of the planning activity and a general
discussion on issues and concerns facing the region. That meeting will start at noon and lunch
will be provided. The planners from Beckett & Reader and Williams & Works are serving Spring
Lake Township and will facilitate the meeting.
The second meeting is sponsored by the Ottawa County Parks Department and will include a
brief presentation of the opportunities the North Ottawa Dunes property represents to the region
and a general discussion on planning and preservation issues. That meeting will begin at 1:30PM.
The park planners from Cornelisse Design Associates are assisting the County with the
development of the parks plan and will facilitate the meeting.
Because your organization is centrally involved in both of these questions, we hope you will be able
to participate in both meetings. The following agencies and local units of government have been
invited to also participate in one or both sessions:
Ottawa County Planning Department
Spring Lake Township
Fruitport Charter Township
City of Norton Shores
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Land Conservancy of West Michigan
Crockery Township

Ottawa County Parks Department
Village of Spring Lake
Village of Fruitport
City of Ferrysburg
City of Grand Haven
MSU Extension
Grand Haven Charter Township

Please call Jay Kilpatrick at Williams & Works (616) 988-3506 to indicate whether you will be able
to attend or you may email him at kilpatrick@williams-works.com.
Jay Kilpatrick, AICP

meeting summary

Date: August 21, 2006
Spring Lake Township Master Plan
Regional Stake Holders Meeting
Representative Communities:
Spring Lake Township
Village of Spring Lake
City of Ferrysburg
Crockery Township
Fruitport Township
Grand Haven
Grand Haven Township
Ottawa County
OVERVIEW OF KEY PLANNING ISSUES:
City of Ferrysburg: The City is currently in the process of updating their Master Plan
and is close to a draft document. The City is also working on a buildout analysis with
Ottawa County and has seen growth in residential development. One current project of
the City will be the adaptive reuse of the Ferrysburg elementary school building into a
new City Hall with available rental space.
Crockery Township: Current Master Plan is not functioning well for the Township.
The Township would like to update the plan. The Township has a strong desire to keep
land in agricultural use. Crockery Township is not against the development of a local
bridge.
Fruitport Township: The Townships Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan are working
however, sprawl development has occurred within the Township. Township would like
to extend the sewer system to areas near Spring Lake in order to improve water quality
and provide better services to those residents. Existing bike path routes should be
connected to those existing paths in Spring Lake Township. The Township is currently
working on a grant to help fund making the path connections. The new connection is
planned to pass near two schools and a park in the Township and be accessible to
pedestrians living in nearby residential developments.
Grand Haven:
The City of Grand Haven is currently working on updating
infrastructure. Redevelopment within the downtown is occurring at a steady pace and
the development is occurring in conjunction with the current zoning. The City is
working to develop affordable housing and provide opportunities through a variety of
housing types. It is finishing a major revision to its zoning ordinance to include form
based codes.

The above statements do not contain quotes or formal policy statements and only serve to represent the key concerns and
discussion issues of those communities attending the Regional Meeting workshop.

meeting summary

Grand Haven Township: Residential development is slowing within the Township.
The Wal-Mart Corporation is moving into the Township. The Township would like to
update the Township Master Plan in the near future. The Township is encouraging
strategies to preserve areas that are in agricultural use. Any new development within
the Township will occur through a P.U.D. process. 400 lots within the Township are in
the process of being approved for development however development interest is
beginning to slow in the single-family detached residential market. Condominium
development is still moving along at a steady pace within the Township. The Township
is also addressing issues of road maintenance and traffic.
Spring Lake Township: Would like to continue to further regional development and
collaboration on planning and policy issues. Partnership on natural resource protection
is another key issue that the Township would like to pursue with surrounding
municipalities. The Township would like to incorporate the planning standards for
Zoning and Master Planning outlined by Ottawa County and work with other
governments to develop a regional framework plan for development issues.
Village of Spring Lake: The Village of Spring Lake is in the process of redeveloping
industrial properties and extending the commercial district of the Village Center. The
Village is aggressively acquiring easements and trail rights to increase walkability and
encourage more pedestrian traffic in the Village. The Village views the current traffic
situation on M-104 as impeding its objective to be a walkable community and would
like to see the development of a bridge to redistribute local traffic off M-104. The
Village of Spring is in the process of putting together a Master Plan that will address
many of these issues.
Ottawa County: The County is currently taking a market-oriented approach to growth
looking at, balance of open space, infrastructure, development quality and natural
resources. The County is very interested in the environmental impacts of development
and currently is studying how development is impacting natural resources in the region
and the effects retention ponds and development are having on ground water and over
all water quality. Traffic studies by the County are also ongoing and would like to
identify key issues related to traffic and non-motorized pathways within the region and
developing connections. Major issues facing the County at this time include U.S. 31
and its location as well as the traffic problems that are occurring on M-104 and the
development of the local bridge in the area. The County would like to pursue a policy
of infill development/economic redevelopment with quality development practices being
incorporated into local Zoning Ordinances. New industrial development and the
availability of land to accommodate that development were also mentioned briefly.

The above statements do not contain quotes or formal policy statements and only serve to represent the key concerns and
discussion issues of those communities attending the Regional Meeting workshop.

meeting summary

FOCUSED DISCUSSION
Regional Traffic Issues:
Fruitport Township: Feels that a local bridge into Crockery Township is needed within
the region, the Township feels that putting the bridge into the Village would be a hard
task to try and accomplish.
Village of Spring Lake: The Village is interested in a local bridge in order to improve
traffic circulation through the Village center to make it a more walkable community.
Housing Issues:
Spring Lake Township: Believes that the new housing market will slow within the
Township but people will continue to relocate to the area. Spring Lake Township also
feels that the effects on the housing market will be less severe within the region and
the overall economic situation in the state will have less of an impact as in other areas
of the State. The Township also believes that this slow down period should be used to
coordinate planning efforts within the region and develop regional goals for natural
resource preservation and smart growth.
Fruitport: Will continue to allow development into those areas that it has set aside for
residential development. Fruitport Township is interested in learning what has worked
for other local communities and is interested in coordinating planning efforts in a
regional setting.
Village of Spring Lake: The Village has developed a design manual for development
character and has an effective planning commission. The Village feels that it has been
proactive in addressing planning issues. The Village is committed to creating a walkable
community and preserving the quality of life for its residents.
Crockery Township: There is a surplus of housing on the real-estate market within the
Township. Would like to develop a M-104 overlay district that would contain design
guidelines for future development and site design guidelines. The Township would also
like the Overlay district to enforce the recommendations of the M-104 corridor study.
City of Grand Haven: The City is currently working with form based standards to
develop new housing, and working with neighborhood groups to preserve existing
conditions. The City is also actively working toward transitioning industrial property
into new residential development.
Grand Haven Township: The Township is working with overlay district to control the
quality of development.

The above statements do not contain quotes or formal policy statements and only serve to represent the key concerns and
discussion issues of those communities attending the Regional Meeting workshop.

meeting summary

REGIONAL PROGRAMS
•
•

•

•

Coordinate the development of sewer systems to promote water quality within
the region while guiding new development in an appropriate manner.
Transportation Diversity: Creating a multi-modal transportation system within
the region utilizing a mix of motorized and non—motorized transportation
options. Create a 365-day schedule of routes for Harbor Transit. Link regional
trail connections and bike paths to connect regional facilities including parks,
schools, and residential developments.
Affordable Housing: Many of the contributing communities are experiencing a
need for more affordable housing. The City of Grand Haven is actively working
to create affordable housing options. Many of the local communities that
participated recognized a need for affordable housing for singles, young families
and seniors.
Economic Development: Continue to recruit jobs to the region including
manufacturing jobs and research and development firms. The region should
look to capitalize on some of the success of the Grand Rapids area.

The above statements do not contain quotes or formal policy statements and only serve to represent the key concerns and
discussion issues of those communities attending the Regional Meeting workshop.

SCHOOL DISTRICT COMPARISON
Spring Lake
Public Schools
Student Proficiency on State Tests - 2005
Reading Proficiency (%)
Math Proficiency (%)
Reading and Math Proficiency (RaMP) (%)
Reading Proficiency by Subgroup (%) - 2005
All Students
White
Black
Hispanic
Asian/Pacific Islander
American Indian/Alaska Native
Multi-Racial
Female
Male
Economically Disadvantaged
English Language Learners
Students with Disabilities
Migrant
Math Proficiency by Subgroup (%) - 2005
All Students
White
Black
Hispanic
Asian/Pacific Islander
American Indian/Alaska Native
Multi-Racial
Female
Male
Economically Disadvantaged
English Language Learners
Students with Disabilities
Migrant
College Prep - 2005
ACT - Average Score
ACT - Participation Rate (%)
SAT Reasoning Test - Average Score
SAT Reasoning Test - Participation Rate (%)
PSAT/NMSQT - Average Score
PSAT/NMSQT - Participation Rate (%)
AP - Scores 3 or Above (%)
AP - Participation Rate (%)
Estimated Graduation Rate - 2002
Cumulative Promotion Index (Urban Institute) (%)
Classroom Profile - 2004
Enrollment
Students with Special Needs Index
Enrollment (%) - 2005
White
Black
Hispanic
Asian/Pacific Islander
American Indian/Alaska Native
Multi-Racial
Economically Disadvantaged
English Language Learners
Students with Disabilities
Spending Per Student ($) - 2004

Fruitport
Community
Schools

Grand Haven
Area Public
Schools

96.1
89.1
92.6

77.9
59.2
68.3

86.4
75.6
81.1

96.1
96.0
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
99.1
93.6
89.5
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

77.9
78.2
n.a.
80.0
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
82.0
73.3
71.7
n.a.
39.0
n.a.

86.4
86.8
n.a.
85.7
80.0
n.a.
n.a.
90.5
82.8
80.5
n.a.
53.6
n.a.

89.1
89.4
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
90.3
88.1
85.0
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.

59.2
59.3
n.a.
80.0
n.a.
n.a.
n.a.
61.5
56.8
44.8
n.a.
32.8
n.a.

75.6
76.0
n.a.
70.4
80.0
n.a.
n.a.
75.2
75.9
58.6
n.a.
39.1
n.a.

23.1
77.5
n.a.
n.a.
151
52.4
70.4
35.8

20.6
37.9
n.a.
n.a.
132
18.5
10.0
15.2

22.4
56.0
1,142
7.7
167
10.1
74.4
24.0

94.7

79.9

85.1

2,300
14.1

3,282
26.1

6,034
14.5

97.0
0.6
0.7
1.0
0.1
0.6
16.0
n.a.
11.8

92.9
1.6
3.5
1.4
0.6
0.0
35.0
n.a.
18.6

92.4
1.0
3.8
1.4
0.7
0.8
20.0
n.a.
10.6

Operating Expenditures
Instructional Expenditures
General Administration Expenditures
School Administration Expenditures
Revenue Per Student ($) - 2004
Local
State
Federal
Spending Indicators - 2004
Core Spending ($ Per Student)
Instructional Spending Allocation Index
Student Needs Cost Adjuster
Geographic Cost Adjuster
Return Indicators - 2005
Return on Spending Index (RoSI)
RoSI - Adjusted for Student Needs
RoSI - Adjusted for Geographic Costs
RoSI- Adjusted for Student Needs and Geographic Costs
Performance Cost Index (PCI)&reg;
PCI - Adjusted for Student Needs
PCI - Adjusted for Geographic Costs
PCI - Adjusted for Student Needs and Geographic Costs
Community Profile - 2005
Median Household Income ($)
Adults with a Bachelor's Degree (%)
Single-Parent Households with Children (%)
NCLB Information -- 2005
Is this district making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)?
District Facts
City or Town
County
Telephone Number
Urban Status
Source: Standards & Poor's

Spring Lake
Public Schools
7,952
4,925
225
447

Fruitport
Community
Schools
8,036
4,724
183
395

Grand Haven
Area Public
Schools
7,895
4,734
112
431

3,131
5,805
144

2,116
6,276
287

4,275
4,780
171

7,323
63.7
84.3
105.0

7,391
70.6
76.4
101.0

7,367
70.8
84.7
105.0

12.6
15.0
13.3
15.8
79
67
75
63

9.2
12.1
9.3
12.2
108
83
107
82

11.0
13.0
11.6
13.6
91
77
87
73

68,654
35.7
7.0

66,360
17.6
8.3

72,887
33.3
7.4

Yes

Yes

Yes

Spring Lake
Fruitport
Grand Haven
Ottawa
Muskegon
Ottawa
(616)847-7919
(231)865-3154
(616)850-5015
Rural, Inside Urban Fringe of a Urban Fringe of a
CBSA
Mid-Size City
Mid-Size City

